Lift the Cap on Kids

SB 34 (Senator DiDomenico) and HB 85 (Representative Decker)

Rosie’s Place Staff and Supporters ask our legislators to support SB
34/HB 85 to lift the TAFDC family cap and value all children equally.
What is TAFDC?
Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children is a state and federally funded program
that provides monthly cash assistance to Massachusetts families with extremely low-incomes
and assets. Currently, 31,730 families receive TAFDC throughout Massachusetts.
What is the Cap on Kids?
The Cap on Kids—also called the Family Cap—denies TAFDC to children conceived while or
soon after the family received benefits.
Seven states have lifted the Cap in recent years. Massachusetts is one of seventeen states that
still have a regressive Cap or similar policy.
How does the Cap on Kids work?
Generally, the amount of cash assistance given increases by about $100 per family member. For
example, the basic grant for a family of three is $578, and the basic grant for a family of four is
$673.
However, under current law, family size is “capped” once the family begins to receive TAFDC.
Any additional children are excluded from the grant, and the amount of assistance doesn’t
increase. For example, a family of four with one child born after the family began to receive
benefits would only ever receive $578.
How does the Cap on Kids impact low-income families?
9,400 children in Massachusetts are currently denied TAFDC benefits because of the Cap on
Kids.
Children in families impacted by the Cap are more likely to experience homelessness and are at
increased risk for cognitive, emotional, and physical health challenges.1
The Cap does not reduce childbearing among TAFDC recipients, as it was designed to do.2
Despite the racist and classist assumptions on which the policy was based, families who receive
cash assistance are on average the same size as families in the rest of the population.
What will it cost to lift the Cap on Kids?
The projected cost of about $11 million annually is a small, impactful investment against the
lifetime costs of children growing up in extreme poverty.
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